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City of Kearney, Missouri

Located in the heart of Clay County, Missouri, Kearney is a 
growing city whose residents are, on average, younger and 
more educated than the county or the Kansas City metro area, 
with higher median incomes. 

KEARNEY

1990 2000 2010 2014

2,332

5,641

8,454 9,261
CLAY COUNTY

36.3 36.6
33.3

Clay
County

Kansas City
Metro

City of
Kearney

Demographic and
Workforce Profile

Contact: 
Shawna Searcy, Execu ve Director
P.O. Box 291, Kearney, MO 64060
Phone 816-628-3343 • Fax 816-635-7056
shawnasearcy@kearneyadc.com



In an economy where a rapidly increasing 
number of jobs require postsecondary 
creden als, Kearney is posi oned for 
success. The city boasts a higher overall 
level of educa onal a ainment than the 
county or the metro.
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with at least a bachelor’s degree

Economic developers know employers o en 
value a higher number of “young and 
educated” residents — those ages 25 to 34 
who have at least a bachelor’s degree. 
Kearney compares favorably in this measure.

Young adults (age 25-34)
 with at least a bachelor’s degree 
(as a percent of adults age 18+)

Students in the Kearney School District 
outperform the state on the ACT test — a tool 
commonly used to assess college readiness.

Average ACT scores
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Kearney's median age is considerably younger than the county and metro.



Educa on, accommoda ons/food services and retail trade are the largest employment sectors in 
Kearney, reflec ng its loca on along I-35. The city has seen a large increase in professional service 
jobs since 2002.

Kearney has a large upper-middle class popula on, with a median household income that is 
substan ally higher than both the county and the metro. More than 50 percent of Kearney’s 
households have annual incomes between $60,000 and $125,000.

Employment by Industry, 2013

Median Household Income
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Educa onal Services — 22%

All Other — 21%
Manufacturing — 2%

U li es — 3%

Public Administra on — 3%

Construc on — 5%

Finance and Insurance — 6%

Health Care and Social Assistance — 8%

Administra on and Support — 4%

Professional, Scien fic and
Technical Services — 7%

Retail Trade — 13%

Accommoda on and
Food Services — 16%

Clay County $60,936

City of Kearney $75,243

KC Metro $56,815
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Kearney’s overall median home value falls slightly above that of Clay 
County. A higher por on of Kearney’s homes fall in the mid-range 
($125,000 to $199,999), than at the low and high ends of the scale. This 
signifies a strong middle-income, first- me homeowner market.

Median Home Value 

Clay County $153,700

City of Kearney $157,900

KC Metro $158,300
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Data in this report was compiled by the Mid-America Regional Council’s Research Services Department on behalf of 
the Regional Workforce Intelligence Network. Sources include the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 
2013; U.S. Census Bureau Local Employment Household Dynamics 2013; and the Kearney School District.
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